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October Meeting:  

 
The October 2015 luncheon and meeting will be Friday, October 23rd at the New Hanover County Arboretum 
at 6206 Oleander Drive (near the Bradley Creek Bridge). 
We are making this change so that Chapter members can visit New Hanover County's beautiful Arboretum, 
learn more about the programs available there and see the new Contemplation Garden honoring members of all 
Military services. In the near future the Contemplation Garden will be dedicated in the memory of former 
MOAA SENCLAND Chapter member Durwood Baggett. 
  
The October 23rd program will include a catered lunch in the Arboretum auditorium, a presentation by Al 
Hight, the Director of the Arboretum, a short discussion about the Master Gardener program and a tour of the 
gardens, including the Contemplation Garden 
 More information will be sent by e-mail as the date nears, but remember that there will not be a monthly 
luncheon at the Bluewater Restaurant on October 6th.   
 
Note: RSVP deadline to JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com is October 18th.  Space is limited in the 
auditorium…..75 is the limit, so please get your RSVP in as soon as possible. 

Message from our President, John Stewart 

 

We wish to thank Josie Callahan, Manager of the Fisher House at Camp Lejeune, for being our speaker 
for the September meeting.  We were updated on the Fisher house expansions at military hospital sites 
throughout the world and the aid given to military families at these facilities.  It is quite a story of the Fisher 
family being advised of a need and addressing it themselves with no thought of reward other than they were 
helping.  With all of the bad news we have of greed and ignoring our fellow man it is good to hear of the other 
side of the story.  Josie has agreed to work with us to schedule a visit to the Fisher House at Camp Lejeune late 
in the fall, possibly in November, and we can visit the Wounded Warrior Battalion at that time. 

 
 At the September meeting we also heard from Chuck Akstin who updated us on some outreach activity 
at Brunswick Community College.  He was advised that several veterans programs at Brunswick were 
compelled to leave the campus for financial reasons.  There was little work in the area and they had to move to 
get a job.  MOAA was able to start some seed money to get funds to allow the college to hire these veterans and 
provide jobs there and keep them in the program.  The seed grew to around $5000 which will be used to provide 
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jobs in areas as maintenance, IT support, etc.  This is a need which was found and not one we expected when 
we began the outreach programs.  It is also the type of effort we want to assist.  There are many opportunities to 
help the military in the community which we have not seen.  We have started a similar effort at Cape Fear CC 
with some seed money for the veterans organization.  They used it to purchase items for sale and thereby 
increased their capital and they will use it on campus.  If you see an area of need, contact John Melia and let us 
pursue it.  Your donations keep the Outreach effort working, so give as you can.  The needs are there and we 
can help. 
 

Elaine Shappell has arranged a “Happy Hour” from 1730 onward on Thursday, 8 

October, 2015 at Shell Island Resort on the north end of Wrightsville Beach, so, put the 
Happy Hour on your calendar.    

 
 This item is continued from last month’s notes.  If you know of non-commissioned personnel who want 
to be updated on veteran’s affairs, let them know that MOAA provides them a voice as well as a voice for 
commissioned personnel.  “MOAA continues to be a big voice to make local and national lawmakers aware of 
military needs.  There is now another MOAA sponsored organization to give a voice in the same manner.  The 
“Voices for America’s Troops” is a MOAA organization for members of the general public who have the same 
passion for the military as MOAA.  Check the “MOAA.org” site for more information on “Voices for 
America’s Troops”.  Membership information is on the MOAA site.” 
 
 Our next meeting is on 23 October at the Arboretum on Oleander Drive.   If you have never had an 
opportunity to visit the arboretum, take advantage of this visit.  It is a gem of New Hanover County and was 
started with much of the drive given by Durwood Baggett who was an active MOAA member and was recently 
honored as a WWII veteran.  There is a Contemplation garden for all veterans named in his honor at the 
arboretum. 
 
2015-2016 Meeting Locations and Dates 

 

8 October…SPECIAL EVENT for SENCLAND MOAA Members and Guests…Happy Hour at 1730 at Shell 
Island Resort, north end of Wrightsville Beach, thanks to Elaine Shappell’s efforts 
23 October – New Hanover County Arboretum…special program at Contemplation Garden…please note this 
date and location 
03 November – Bluewater….Brigadier General Walt Busby will present a program on the development and use 
of chemical weapons. 
01 December – Bluewater….Holiday Luncheon with solo artist Susan Savia 
05 January – Bluewater 
02 February – Bluewater 
01 March – Bluewater….Possible Korean War Speaker 
05 April – Bluewater 
03 May – Oak Island 
07 June – Hugh McRae Park 
 
Website Content Reminder 

 
SENCLAND.org has a new category Tab entitled "Our Heritage". It has links to video and photos of military 
history and events of interest to all Americans. Just click on the article of interest in the Tab and then open the 
link to display video, background info, other links and photos.  A great example of what you’ll find in this new 
section of the website is a link to breathtaking colorized photos from World War II. 
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If you need assistance viewing anything including the "Members Only" roster information, please email or call. 
Also, if you have read a good book or article this summer, please forward for posting on the Website and in the 
next Newsletter. Your suggestions for improvement to the Website are always welcome. 
 
Kenneth W. Klassen, Webmaster 
Email: kwkswk@att.net, ph. 910-791-3999 
 
SENCLAND Chapter Tech Request 

 

Our audio/video equipment needs an upgrade. If you have a laptop that needs a home, SENCLAND Chapter is 
shopping and ready to purchase. It needs to have Windows 7, a DVD player, Microsoft Office, PowerPoint 
software and wireless capabilities. Please contact Ken Klassen at 910-791-3999 or email kwkswk@att.net. 
 
We Will Never Forget 

 

On September 11, 2015, there was a memorial service held at the North Carolina National Guard Headquarters 
facility on N. Kerr Avenue.  This service honored Police, Firemen, and all other first responders who gave their 
lives in the rescue attempts that day in 2001. 
 

A Moving Story in the Wake of September 11, 2001 

 
Below is an actual email sent from an Ensign on board USS Winston S Churchill on September 14, 2001, just a 
few days after America was attacked: 

Dear Dad…. 
Well, we are still out at sea, with little direction as to what our next priority is.  

 
The remainder of our port visits, which were to be centered around max liberty and goodwill to the United 

Kingdom, have all but been cancelled. We have spent every day since the attacks going back and forth within 
imaginary boxes drawn in the ocean, standing high-security watches, and trying to make the best of our time.  It 
hasn't been that fun I must confess, and to be even more honest, a lot of people are frustrated at the fact that they 
either can't be home, or we don't have more direction right now.  We have seen the articles and the photographs, 
and they are sickening. Being isolated as we are, I don't think we appreciate the full scope of what is happening 

back home, but we are definitely feeling the effects. 
 

About two hours ago the junior officers were called to the bridge to conduct ship handling drills.  We were 
about to do a man overboard when we got a call from the LUTJENS D-185, a German warship that was moored 

ahead of us on the pier in Plymouth, England.  While in port, the USS WINSTON S CHURCHILL and the 
LUTJENS got together for a sports day/cookout on our fantail, and we made some pretty good friends. 

 
Now at sea they called over on bridge-to-bridge, requesting to pass us close up on our port side, to say good-
bye. We prepared to render them honors on the bridge wing, and the Captain told the crew to come topside to 

wish them farewell. 
 

As they were making their approach, our Conning Officer saw through her binoculars and announced that they 
were flying an American flag. As they came even closer, we saw that it was flying at half-mast. The bridge 

wing was crowded with people as the Boatswain's Mate blew two whistles- Attention to Port- the ship came up 
alongside and we saw that the entire crew of the German ship were manning the rails, in their dress blues.  

 
They had made up a sign that was displayed on the side that read "We Stand By You." 
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Needless to say there was not a dry eye on the bridge as they stayed alongside us for a few minutes and we cut 
our salutes. It was probably the most powerful thing I have seen in my entire life and more than a few of us 

fought to retain our composure.  
 

It was a beautiful day outside today. We are no longer at liberty to divulge over unsecure e-mail our location, 
but we could not have asked for a finer day at sea. The German Navy did an incredible thing for this crew, and 

it has truly been the highest point in the days since the attacks. 

 
 

 

Membership Updates 

 
A Warm Welcome to New Chapter Members: 

USAF CAPT Dick Graves 

 
Possible Opportunity to Lower Your Hail & Wind Insurance 

 
If you have Hail and Wind ("The Beach Plan") Insurance from the NC Joint Underwriters' Association 
(NCJUA) there may be an opportunity to lower your annual premiums.   
  
Our Chapter Treasurer, J.B Noll, discovered that his homeowner's insurance coverage dollar amount with 
NCJUA was substantially higher than the amount being used by USAA, which issued his basic Homeowner's 
coverage.  Some research revealed that over the past five years NCJUA has applied an annual "inflation factor" 
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to the coverage for homes insured under NCJUA's "Beach Plan".  Although USAA provided the inflation 
factors to NCJUA, USAA elected to not apply those factors to their homeowner's coverage. As a result 
NCJUA's increased values were substantially higher than USAA’s and their premiums reflected this higher 
amount. 
  
If you think you may have a similar situation take a look at the coverage value amount provided by your 
primary insurer and compare it to the coverage provided by NCJUA. If NCJUA's coverage is more than your 
primary insurer's coverage, contact your primary insurer.  As the homeowner, you have a right to insist that the 
values used by NCJUA be the same as your primary insurer. As a result, your premiums should be lowered 
accordingly. “JB” and Al Schroetel had their NCJUA premium reduced by substantial amounts by making these 
inquiries. Contact JB at 910-452-7332 if you have further questions. 
 
Chapter Member & Spouse Nametags Available 

 

Anyone interested in obtaining a MOAA SENCLAND Chapter name tag can contact CAPT Brud Deas, CAPT 
USNR (Ret) either by email at bruddeas@gmail.com, or by phone at 910-338-0409. The cost is $12.75. Please 
let Brud know how you would like your name to appear (proper name, nickname, initials, etc.), rank, branch of 
service, and 'retired' if applicable. Your request can typically be turned around in a few weeks’ time. 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 
upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 
established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 
Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 
SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 
notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 
Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 
newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 
of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a nice way to 
recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss 
sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or 
anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud. 

Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local 
military and veteran outreach activities, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. 
Consider inviting your neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA 
SENCLAND. 

Also, remember that SENCLAND Sentinel and a great deal of additional information are available at any time 
on the Chapter's website: www.sencland.org. If you need assistance in accessing the website, contact Ken 
Klassen at (910) 791-3999. 

Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of 

our important initiatives. 
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”“…Creating lifelong memories every day”“…Creating lifelong memories every day”“…Creating lifelong memories every day”    
837837837837    S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799----9023902390239023    

1121112111211121----1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 2561 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 2561 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 2561 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256----6585658565856585    

www.appleanniesbakeshop.comwww.appleanniesbakeshop.comwww.appleanniesbakeshop.comwww.appleanniesbakeshop.com    
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Military Employment Summit 
Do you manage a business, or have relatives, friends or neighbors who do.  Please make people aware of the 
Military Employment Summit being put on Tuesday, September 29, 2015, at the Cape Fear Community College 
Union Station Conference Center, 9:00 – 11:30 a. m. 
This summit will present information about how hiring veterans and transitioning service members drives better 
business performance.  NC4ME (North Carolina For Military Employment) is sponsoring this FREE event for 
industry, government and military leaders.  More information is available at www.nc4me.org or NC4ME 
Summit.  
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  THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 15207 

WILMINGTON, NC  28408 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

August 2015 
 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State ______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouses Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 
strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  
and mail to the return address above.  Call CO Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 
downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 


